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beauty. When we had good store of handsome women,
and but few chapmen, you might have been more
curious In your choice; but now the price is enhanced
upon us, and all mankind set up for mistresses, so that
poor little creatures, without beauty, birth, or breeding,
but only impudence, go off at unreasonable rates: And
a man, in these hard times, snaps at them, as he does at
broad gold; never examines the weight, but takes light
or heavy, as he can get it.

Rho. But my mistress has one fault, that's almost
anpardonable; for being a town-lady, without any
relation to the court, yet she thinks herself undone if she
be not seen there three or four times a day with the
princess Amalthea. And, for the king, she haunts and
watches him so narrowly in a morning, that she prevents
even the chemists, who beset his chamber, to turn their
mercury into his gold.

Pala. Yet hitherto, methinks, you are no very un-
happy man.

Rho. With all this, she's the greatest gossip in nature;
for, besides the court, she's the most eternal visitor of
the town; and yet manages her time so well, that she
seems ubiquitary. For my part, I can compare her to
nothing but the sun; for, like him, she takes no rest,
nor ever sets in one place, but to rise in another.

Pala. I confess, she had need be handsome, with
these qualities.

Rho. No lady can be so curious of a new fashion, as
she is of a new French word: she's the very mint of the
nation ', and as fast as any bullion comes out of France,
coins it immediately into our language.

Pala. And her name is------

Rho. No naming; that's not like a cavalier: Find
her, if you can, by my description; and I am not SjoJUjL
painter that I needjvritejie^ia^

~?<z/<3. Well, thenThow far have^yett^roceeded in your
love?